
 
 
March 23, 2026 

Dear EMS and Trauma System Stakeholders, 

New regulations of the DEA titled Registering Emergency Medical Services Agencies Under the Protecting 
Patient Access to Emergency Medications Act of 2017 now require emergency medical services providers 
to register with the DEA to enable them to access controlled substances, just like physicians, dentists, 
hospitals, and other providers, and get a DEA number. 

The Department has begun a rulemaking to establish a method to enable emergency 
medical service providers, including ambulance services, to register under the Protecting 
Patient Access to Emergency Medications Act of 2017. Without the Department’s authorization, 
emergency medical service providers would not be allowed by DEA to register, get a DEA number, or gain 
legal access to controlled substances to use to treat patients under their care. 

The Department has posted on a webpage for the rulemaking a draft rule specifying how an 
emergency medical services provider can request authorization to register with the DEA. The 
Department is soliciting input from you about the draft rule through an online survey associated with the 
draft. The survey is open for comment until March 29, so please provide your comments. 

Additional information about the rulemaking will be posted on the webpage for the rulemaking.  You may 
also sign up to obtain information about EMS rulemakings through GovDelivery. 

Thank you, 

Bureau of EMS & Trauma System 
Arizona Department of Health Services 

 
For more information, contact: 
 

Shelley Bissell 
Services Section Administrative Coordinator  
Bureau of EMS & Trauma System  
Arizona Department of Health Services 
150 N. 18th Ave., Suite 300 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
Mobile:  480-204-7767 
Bureau main:  602-364-3150 
Bureau fax:  602-364-3568 
www.azdhs.gov/bems  

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2026%2F02%2F05%2F2026-02288%2Fregistering-emergency-medical-services-agencies-under-the-protecting-patient-access-to-emergency%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019d1b3f23c6-bfb50f63-326c-48ea-a836-d14a3e1d16bb-000000/D9gh2MTeZcUqjPxS2k5-MPqImjqfS_dNajLp8rRtXBk=449
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2026%2F02%2F05%2F2026-02288%2Fregistering-emergency-medical-services-agencies-under-the-protecting-patient-access-to-emergency%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/0100019d1b3f23c6-bfb50f63-326c-48ea-a836-d14a3e1d16bb-000000/Z_SA7eCRlQEO1VszyYHihIND4_ZsDkhOTAmYC4u2k1g=449
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2026%2F02%2F05%2F2026-02288%2Fregistering-emergency-medical-services-agencies-under-the-protecting-patient-access-to-emergency%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/0100019d1b3f23c6-bfb50f63-326c-48ea-a836-d14a3e1d16bb-000000/Z_SA7eCRlQEO1VszyYHihIND4_ZsDkhOTAmYC4u2k1g=449
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.azdhs.gov%2Fdirector%2Fadministrative-counsel-rules%2Frules%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery%23rulemakings-ems-dea-related/1/0100019d1b3f23c6-bfb50f63-326c-48ea-a836-d14a3e1d16bb-000000/ogOS476NUo1GYU1BhHXZCT1O4tL9MRX_E00bO2ThPiM=449
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.azdhs.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fdirector%2Fadministrative-counsel-rules%2Frules%2Fems-dea-related%2Fdraft-rules-in-article-5-2026-03-18.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019d1b3f23c6-bfb50f63-326c-48ea-a836-d14a3e1d16bb-000000/izNulQN-mwKEzvVgDcmYhaRO9m32-UoBRt7buw--0Wk=449
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSe297YYr8oWv2xGwVOn5MATa7kAKB6by2OUdgBJceKYKpKlwQ%2Fviewform%3Fpli=1%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019d1b3f23c6-bfb50f63-326c-48ea-a836-d14a3e1d16bb-000000/m8Ls8j0jZ-RfFEehDEGQoy3CSLnzk6F3GtJPJD-U_6E=449
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.azdhs.gov%2Fdirector%2Fadministrative-counsel-rules%2Frules%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery%23rulemakings-ems-dea-related/2/0100019d1b3f23c6-bfb50f63-326c-48ea-a836-d14a3e1d16bb-000000/I0SV4WMCBFYyFON8b7kqPKHPAK0nbqRKl6v5BTCB3h4=449
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FAZDHS%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Fqsp=CODE_RED/1/0100019d1b3f23c6-bfb50f63-326c-48ea-a836-d14a3e1d16bb-000000/jxs4600B8cwZ-_PfRe9BftpatCCgSMMdKz-xXl4-OO8=449
http://www.azdhs.gov/bems

